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(57) Abstract 

A method and apparatus for determining 
the speed of sound in a gas. An acoustic 
transmitter is arranged to apply an acoustic signal 
to the interior of a resonator and an acoustic 
receiver is arranged to detect the amplitude of the 
acoustic signal in the interior of the resonator. A 
control means determines the speed of sound of 
gas within the resonator from the frequency of a 
detected non-radial resonant mode. 
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MEASURING THE SPEED OF SOUND OF A GAS 

The present invention relates to a method and an apparatus for measuring the speed 
of sound of a gas. The speed of sound of a gas is particularly useful for determining 
other gas characteristics. 



Accurate measurements of the speed of sound of a gas may be made using a 
resonator as disclosed in an article entitled Spherical Acoustic Resonators by M. 
Bretz, M.L Shapiro and M.R. Moldover in volume 57 of the American Journal of 
Physics. The resonator containing a sample of a test gas has an acoustic transmitter 
and an acoustic receiver mounted in its wall. The acoustic transmitter is driven 
over a range of frequencies and the amplitude of the signal provided by the acoustic 
receiver is detected for each frequency at which the acoustic transmitter is driven. 
The frequency at which the acoustic receiver picks up the strongest, sharpest signal 
ie the first resonant radial mode is detected. Since the resonating frequency is a 
linear function of the speed of sound of the test gas in the resonator, the speed of 
sound of the test gas may be determined. 

For a spherical resonator of given radius, the enclosed gas will exhibit a series of 
acoustic resonances. The resonances are the result of three dimensional standing 
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waves For a perfec, sysrem the resonan, ncuencies « are a taction of the roc, 
of a sphenca. Besset tacto (z), the spaed of sound (c, and Ore radius of the 
sphere (r) given by: 

f = cz/(2*r) 



V. radia, mode is used because in oris «* sound impinges o„ dre wal. of Ore 
sphere a,righ, angiesam^rou^^ 
^esTS^n^r^^ 

P^aua researches using a baaie mathemauca mode, o, acouatic spheric*, 

^ona, ,0 the radius of Ore sphere. Ore resonator notma«y has a dialer of a, 

proha^ba^oonveoien*^--"^^ 38 " 885 ^"' 01 "" 
convenient and eonrpac, housing. K *« resonator were ,o be reduced to a 
sphere of diametec 3 em for e*amp,e me rirs, tesonan, radia. mode won,d occur a, 
atom ,8kHz which wouid be beyond ma range of acousuc transducers (20 Hz-13 



a 

in a 



2 
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kHz). 

According to a first aspect of the present invention an apparatus for determining the 
speed of sound of a gas comprises: 

a substantially spherical resonator for containing gas to be tested; 

an acoustic transmitter for applying an acoustic signal to the interior of the 
resonator; 

an acoustic receiver for detecting the amplitude of the acoustic signal in the 
interior of the resonator; and 

control means for determining the speed of sound of a test gas from the 
frequency of a detected resonant mode; 

wherein the detected resonant mode is a non-radial resonant mode and the 
internal radius of the resonator is substantially 5cm or less. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention a method of determining the 
speed of sound of a gas comprises: 

applying an acoustic signal to the interior of a substantially spherical 
resonator containing a gas the speed of sound of which is to be determined; 

detecting the amplitude of the acoustic signal in the interior of the resonator; 

and 

determining the speed of sound of the gas within the resonator from the 
frequency of a detected resonant mode; 

3 
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- wherein dre de.cc.ed resonan. mode is a non-radia, rcsonan. mode and me 
internal radius ofme resonamr is subsUnually 5 om or less. 

« of me prcvious,, nsed M resonan. .dial mode. This U 
M te used .o de.ee. me speed of sound wim resona.ors of smal.er size man 
previous* whilst « rnninlaining me resonant frequency ^ me range ofme 
sneers. Consequen^rnme^^ 

^ resonator may have an interna, ramus of —any 4 cm orless, 3 cm or 
less , 2 cm or less or preferaoly suos«an,ia„y . 5 em or leas ro make i, conveniently 
compact 

p^—allysph^ — widramdinsofLSemUnaaoeenfonndma. 

* o kH7 which is well within the 

the fin* non-radial mode occurs m a gaa at around 9 kHz wrucn 

frequency range ofaconattenansdnoers (20Hz- 13kHz). 

Ue use of spherical resonarors gives me mos, accural speed of sound 
me asmement, Because me sphere is symmetrica, in aU ptaes thmngh » cenne, 
^eefiona due .0 thermal expansion e* can he relafively easdy apphed. 
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Additionally, the acoustic transmitter and receiver can be positioned outside the 
resonator cavity and hence do not significantly perturb the resonating system. In 
contrast, using a cylinder, the acoustic transmitter and receiver affect the path 
length and any expansion in the transmitter and receiver must be allowed for as 
well as the expansion of the cylinder. 

It has been found that the relative linear position of the acoustic transmitter and 
receiver is critical in achieving a sharp resonance curve for the first non radial 
resonant mode to provide accurate resonant frequency and hence speed of sound 
measurements. It has been found that this relative position may be slightly different 
for each resonator due to constructional variations. To allow for this the acoustic 
transmitter and receiver are preferably mountable to the resonator such that their 
relative separation is variable. Their relative positions can then be varied during 
calibrating to achieve optimum peak sharpness. 

For the first non-radial mode, when the resonator is substantially spherically 
shaped, the acoustic transmitter and receiver are preferably positioned substantially 
opposite each other ie substantially 180° apart for the largest amplitude detected 
peak. 

Previously acoustic transmitters have operated at high voltages, eg 150 V for the 
transmitter in the article by MBretz et al mentioned above. However, this can be 



WO 99/67629 



FCT/GB99/01931 



potentially hazardous if the resonator is working with a highly combustib.e gas ag 
rnetaeornan.nl gas. The smaller resonator of the present invention may be used 
with a miniature, tow voltage, eg 5 vol. transmitter as ma, be used as a hearing aid 
speaker for greater safety. 

Tta invention is described mrther by way of example with reference to the 
accompanying drawings in which: 



—-^-^^ of a system to measure 

the speed of sound of a gas using a resonator, 

Figure 2 shows a substantially spherical resonator that can be used in the system; 

Figure 3 shows how the acoustic receiver is mounted to the resonator, 

Figure 4 shows how the acoustic transmitter is mounted to the resonator, 

Figure 5 shows the amplitude of a signal detected by the acoustic receiver over a 
range of frequencies; 

Kgrne « illustttnes how a clock signal ,s used to produce pube width modultded 
sigmds which are combined to produce an approximation to a sine wave; 
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Figure 7 shows an electronic system to perform the operation illustrated in Figure 6, 

Figure 8 shows a voltage controlled oscillator to supply the clock signal to the 
system shown in Figure 6; 

Figure 9 shows a sequence of operations to determine the resonant frequency; 

Figure 10 shows the connections to a processing means to determine resonant 
frequency; and 

Figure 1 1 shows a method of allowing for the finite hardware response time. 

As shown by Figure 1, driving electronic circuit 1 which may include or be in the 
form of a microprocessor is arranged to produce a sinusoidal signal over a suitable 
range of frequencies to drive a loudspeaker'2. The loudspeaker is arranged to apply 
an acoustic signal to the interior of a resonator 3. Microphone 4 is arranged to pick 
up the magnitude of the acoustic signal within the resonator. The signal from the 
microphone is filtered and amplified by an appropriate electronic circuit 5 and a 
processing means 6 determines the resonant frequency relating to the gas within the 
resonator to determine its speed of sound. 

The resonator 3 shown in Figure 2 is in this case a rigid sphere. The illustrated 

7 
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M is formed from two CNC (computer numerical!, conned) machined 
meU. hemispheres 3U2, m uncase madeof eoppec, omental radius . 5cm and 
3mm wall thickness welded together to Conn the sphere. 

The apexes of hemispheres 31,32 suppori -he loudspeaker 2 ant! microphone 4 
^vely which when the hemispheres are joined as showm in figure 2 are 
serially 180- span .o provide me larges, amplitude microphone signal. 



33, only one of 

„Mch is shown in Fig*^ » enable gas to diffuse in and on, of me resonaror 3. 

Each hemisphere 31, 32 is preferably provided with four gas diflusion passages 33 
posidoned 90- apart. Gas diffusion passages 3, a. pmferabl, drilled finough fire 
reaonaror housing and any swarf removed .0 presen. a regular repeal surface ,o 
the inside of the resonator. 

Ahenrafive., me resonating sphere oould he made horn a porous material such as a 
sintered materia.. Gas diffusion holes 33 shown in the enpper resonafing sphem of 
figra . 2 would firen no. be required and so won.d reduce perinmanons in the 
resonar, fie,uency due.ofireho.es 33. The ,»rons materia, nsed womd preferab.y 

te ve a lower mama, expansion man cepper, reducing me amoun. of cordon 
^mrvari^mmesize.fnre^s^wimanWem.empe^ctanges. 
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The loudspeaker 2 is in this case a miniature loudspeaker as may be used in a 
hearing aid with a supply voltage of 5 V and a power level of approximately 33m W 
and the microphone 4 is a sub-miniature microphone. 

Figure 3 shows how the microphone 4 is mounted to the resonator 3. The resonator 
is provided with a passage 41 of approximately 1.5mm diameter which is 
preferably drilled and any swarf removed A cylindrical spindle 42 is mounted to 
or formed as part of the outside of the resonator and is arranged concentrically with 
the passage 41. The spindle 42 is preferably approximately 10mm in length and 
has an inner diameter sufficient to accommodate the microphone 4, in this case 
approximately 5mm. The position of the microphone 4 within the spindle is 
variable along its length so that it may be positioned at the optimum point at which 
the shaipest output signal peak is produced, when the loudspeaker applies the 
resonant frequency to the resonator. The microphone 4 is secured at the optimum 
position within the spindle 42 using adhesive 43. The adhesive is preferably 
prevented from entering the resonator cavity as it could dry in irregular shapes 
which may cause perturbations in the resonant frequency. The microphone 4 is 
preferably provided with a rim 45, the outside diameter of which is substantially the 
same as the inside diameter of the spindle 42 to prevent any adhesive entering the 
resonator. Alternatively the microphone 4 could fit tightly in the spindle 42. The 
microphone 4 is connected to the driving electronics 1 by an electrical connection 
46. 

9 
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i„ Figure 3. bu. is in .his example feed at a particular distance fiom the inside of 
the resonator as shown in Figure 4. 



to Figure 4 a spittdle 21 of approximately 2mm lengm is mounted to or fomred as 
part of me outside wal. of the resonator 3 and a Umm passage 22 drilled tough 
the spindle 21 and rhe resonator wal. will, any swarf removed. The loudspeaker 2 



— ^0-S.e outside of the spindle 2^5^^?=*^ The 
ioudspeaker is secured to the spindle 21 using adhesive, ensuring Out no adhere 
enters passage 22 *>d is elechically connected to filtering and amplifying 
electronics 5 by electrical connection 23. 

Theposiriou of both me microphone and loudape*er may be variable to anain the 
shanks, output peak ., alternatively ei.be, the microphone or loudspeoke, may be 
fixed with the position of the other being variable. 

Because of sHght variadons in each resonating sphere due to n^hming tolerances 
for example producing different effective radii, each resonator is calibrated 
individually using the expression: 



c = fxK 

10 
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Each resonator is calibrated using a gas of known speed of sound (c) found using a 
computer model for predicting gas characteristics such as GASVLE or by 
measurement using some suitable method. The resonant frequency (f) is then 
measured for the gas of known speed of sound in the resonator being calibrated and 
the constant K found. Using the calibrated resonator together with its associated 
constant K allows the speed of sound to be determined for any gas from the 
measured resonant frequency. This gives accuracies of about 0.1%. By 



compensating for variations in ambient temperature affecting the volume of the 
resonator, the speed of sound of a gas may be determined to even better accuracies 
of about 0.05%. 



in 



the loudspeaker is driven by an electronic circuit 1 shown diagrammatically 
Figure 1 to provide sinusoidal signals over a frequency range suitable to encompass 
the frequency of the first non-radial resonance peak of the resonator 3. The 
loudspeaker is driven in frequency sweeps. The microphone provides an output 
voltage, which is filtered and amplified, corresponding to the frequency at which 
the loudspeaker is currently being driven as shown graphically in Figure 5 with a 
small delay due to electronics. The frequency at which the microphone produces 
the largest output voltage is determined to be the non-radial resonant frequency 
which in Figure 5 is 8860 Hz at 20°C. 



11 
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TV generation of approximations to sine waves over a continuous range of 
frequencies is described below. 

As shown in Figures 6 and 7, a eloek signal .0. is apptied ,o a mieroptoeesso, . 10 
online 111 *» a vollage eonhoUed osei.la.or. My suitable miemproeessor may 
be used suetr as a HiUehi HD647304SF16. Toe rnieroproeessor 110 proeeases tire 
inpn, Cook signa. 101 Iron, litre 111 to produee pulse wid* modulated (PWM) 
sigrads 102,103 and 104 shown in Figure 6, eaeh of the same ftequeney on lines 
-Tiyi^aTlTi^u^^ 



togetiier using a weight summing a.angement, in this ease consisting of tesisto. 
115,116,117 to produee the approximation to a sine wave on line 118. The 
approximation .0 a sine wave .05 shown in Fignre 6 has tire same fieoneney aa tire 
PWM signals 102,103,104 whieh eaeh have fixed dm, cycles (pereemage time on 
to percentage time off). 

fa mis example eaeh eyele of the synlhesised approximation to a sine wave .05 
corresponds to sixteen eyeles of tire eloek si^ ,0.. bn, eouH he eight or fahty 
W0 or any outer suitable amount The rising 12. and falling 122 edges of PWM 

sigM , ,01 respeetively. The rising .3. and fading 132 edges of PWM signs. 103 
• triggered by the eompletion of tire tat and rwefah eyeles of me eloek signa. 
,0. respeetively. The rising .4. and falling .42 edges of PWM signa. .04 a* 

12 
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triggered by the completion of the second and fourteenth cycles of the clock signal 
101 respectively. 

Each of PWM signals 102,103 and 104 is then passed through a weighting resistor 
1 15,1 16,1 17 respectively. The ratio of the values of resistors 1 15,1 16,1 17 is chosen 
to give the best overall sine wave approximation which in this case is resistor 1 15 
being 51 kCi y resistor 1 16 being 36 KQ and resistor 1 17 being 51 Idl 

To produce an approximation to a sine wave from PWM square waves it is 
desirable to maintain the first harmonic whilst suppressing the third, fifth, seventh 
etc harmonics. Using the above method as illustrated in Figure 6 the third and fifth 
harmonics are essentially removed apart from some residual effects due to resistor 
tolerances. In the present example it is envisaged that the sine wave generating 
apparatus will be used to generate sine waves in the range of 7.5kHz- 11. 8kHz to 
drive the loudspeaker 2 and the transmitted signal from the loudspeaker detected by 
the microphone 4. When used in this manner the seventh and subsequent harmonics 
are reduced to levels such that no further filtering or conditioning should be needed 
to remove the effect of these harmonics since the transmitted signal due to these 
harmonics should lie outside the band-pass limits of the microphone. If the 
apparatus is used to generate sine waves at lower frequencies, the effect of the 
seventh and subsequent harmonics could be removed or diminished by low pass 
filtering or using more pulse width modulated signals to produce a better 

13 
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approximation to a sine wave. 

T* output from each resistor 1.5,116,117 is combined * — toe 118 lo 
p^ce^eapprnxtarionloasinewavelOSsho^inFi^eThesignallOSis 

tow pass filtered by capacitor . 19 connected between common line 118 and earth 
and is detected at connection point 120. 

Figure 8 shows a voltage conholled oscfflamr 160 which produces an oscillating 



^ ,61. fte frequency of which is d^enWn the voltage of a driving 
signal applied at input 162. However any device the ornput frequency of which is 
dependent upon the analogue value of an input is suitable. 

The present example of the invention uses an Amdog Devices AD654 voUage ,o 
fluency converter. The AD654's block diagmm appeam to Figure 8. A versatile 
operational amplifier 163 serves as the input stage; its purpose is to convert and 
seethe input voltagesignal , 62 ,o a drive current A drive current is delivered to 
cnren, to fretptency converter 165 (an astable multivibrator). The output of 
converter 165 controls transistor 164. 

to the connection scheme of Figure 8, toe input amphfiec 163 presents a very high 
(250 MO) impedance to to. input voltage at 162, which is converted i» the 
^priste drive cturen, by the scaling resistor 167 „ Pto 3. to this example 
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resistors 1 67 and 1 68 are 1 .2 k Q. 

The frequency of the approximation to a sine wave produced at the output 
connection point 120 shown in Figure 7 cannot always be accurately assumed from 
the voltage of the driving signal applied at input 162 shown in Figure 8 due to 
variations in temperature and the performance of electrical components for 
example. Consequently the microprocessor 1 10 may also be connected to any of 
lines 112,113 or 114 carrying PWM signals 102,103 and 104 respectively which 
are at the same frequency as the output approximation to a sine wave as described 
later The microprocessor counts the number of cycles of the selected PWM signal 
over a given period of time such as one second. The actual output frequency of the 
sine wave can then be accurately determined. The microprocessor 110 counts the 
number of cycles of a PWM signal 102,103,104 rather than the cycles of the 
approximation to a sine wave 105 over a given period of time as the PWM signals 
have more precisely defined, clear on/off states which are easier to count providing 
better results. 

Alternatively the microprocessor 1 1 0 could count the number of cycles of the clock 
signal 101 over a given period of time and from this determine the sine wave 
frequency by dividing by the number of clock signal cycles required to produce 
each PWM signal cycle. 
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Alternative* or additionally the microprocessor may measure the toe taken to 
^uce a predetermined number of ** cyelea or PWM cycles and from tbia 
calcnlate the frequency of the approximation to a sine wave. 

As ,„e oscillator 160 produce, an oscillating signal with a continuous range of 
M^^ies.sme^vesmayhogenem.edwimaconnnnonsnngeofMnencie, 

UK of a variable fteonency square wave genemting oscillator which is a readily 



^,3.,,-r^ in 8-PinSO.C form for the AD 654* cheap device in 

action with a microptoceasor ,o produce approximators to a sine wave 
^ablesmeproducrionoradevlcewMchisab.e^genemteappmximadons.osine 

wa ves over a continuous range of frequencies ami which is compact and so may he 
m „un,ed on a compact probe for exanrple or in a compact housing. Sine, a 
^processor is genemll, employed in many probes or elecnonic ayaems for 

,„ sine waves over a continuous range of freqnenciea is tot for me compact 
variable frequency square wave generating oscillator. 

The collator need no. be a voltage controlled oscillator but may be an, device 
ananged to supply » signal with a continuous range of frequencies. 
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The approximation to a sine wave need not be generated from three PWM signals 
but could be generated from any suitable number depending upon the required level 
of the approximation to a sine wave. Furthermore each cycle of the sine wave need 
not correspond to sixteen clock cycles but could be eight, thirty two or any suitable 
number. 

To quickly and accurately determine the resonant frequency (the frequency at 
which the amplitude of the signal produced by the microphone is a maximum) an 
initial fast, coarse frequency sweep is made (in this case 10-15 Hz steps) over the 
frequency range in which the resonance may occur as shown by SI in Figure 9. A 
control means such as a microprocessor identifies a narrower frequency range 
within the initial coarse frequency sweep in which a maximum occurs. A further 
frequency sweep S2 is made with smaller frequency steps (in this case 1Hz) within 
this identified narrower frequency range to accurately determine the frequency at 
which the maximum occurs, identifying the frequency of resonance. 

Using the above combination of coarse then fine frequency sweeps over a narrower 
frequency range, an accurate value of the resonant frequency may be quickly 
determined for example in a fraction of a second. A control means such as a 
microprocessor may average subsequent detected frequency values S3 to reduce 
errors due to noise. The frequency of the PWM signal may then be determined S4 
to indicate the frequency of the generated sine wave driving the loudspeaker 2 at 

17 
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resonance. 



The determination 



of the resonant frequency will now be explained in detail. 



A microprocessor, which in this case is the miooprocessor 110 described earner 
which also generates the PWM signals, is used to perform an algorithm to 
determine <he resonant frequency of the gas within the resonator. Instead of the 
microprocessor 110 a PC could be used with an appropriate plug-in data acquisition 

card. 

To determine the resonant frequency, as shown in Figure 10, the microprocessor 
UO has an analogue output 201, a digital input 202 and an analogue input 203. 



The analogue output 20. is connected ,0 input 162 of voltage to frequency 
convertor 160 shown in Figure 8, to control the frequency applied to loudspeaker 2. 
to this case the analogue otopto 201 consists of two outputs (not shown), both of 
which axe connected to input 162 of voltage to frequency converter 160. One 
output controls toe coarse frequency sweep artd toe other controls toe fine 
faqoency sweep. Each of toe two otopnts is passed though a digital to analogue 
converter, which in this ease is pmvided in toe microprocessor 110 itself, and an 
appmpriate resistor to provide toe required level of resulurion. to this ease toe 

18 
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resistor for the coarse frequency control is 36kft and the resistor for the fine 
frequency control is 2.2MQ. 

As explained earlier, the frequency of the approximation to a sine wave signal 
which drives the loudspeaker cannot always be accurately assumed from the 
voltage of the driving signal from analogue output 201 due to temperature 
variations and the performance of electrical components for example. Thus one of 
the PWM signals 102,103,104 which are each at the same frequency as the 
approximation to a sine wave driving the loudspeaker 2 or the clock signal 101, is 
applied at digital input 202 for the microprocessor 1 10 to calculate the frequency of 
the approximation to a sine wave 105 as described earlier. 

The analogue input 203 represents the amplitude of the signal being received by the 
microphone and is connected to microprocessor 110 via an external analogue to . 
digital converter. The process of locating the resonant frequency is one of 
identifying the frequency at which the analogue input 203 is a maximum. 

The process of locating the resonant frequency can be broken down into four 
stages. The first three stages SI, S2, S3 each involve changing the loudspeaker 
frequency to search for the resonance. When the resonance has been located, the 
final stage S4 measures the resonant frequency. 
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The fust stage SI is a fast scan tough the permissible range of frequencies taking 
abon, one rosding of the analogue input 203 for each step of the analogue caput 
votage 20!. The pennissible range of frequencies is selected to restrict the scan to 
.hose frequencies a. which the non-radial resonance should occur for the expected 
combination of gas composite temperature and pressure. The Bruits of me 
permissible range are imposed to reduce Ore time taken to locate me resonant 
Jiequency and also to reduce Ore risk of locating an rmwanted resonant peak. 
AUhcgh me exactreMomhip^v ^ control voltage Som the analogue 
" output 201 and the micropho"ne^c7iT^vm, it can be approximated 
sufficiently well to be used to se, the frequency limits of the permissible range 
within which to search for the resonance. In the present example the frequency 
range is 7.5kHz to 1 1 .8Khz (4.3 kHz) whh a frequency scan rate of 86 kHz/second 
and a microphone sampling rate of 100,000 samples/second producing a total of 
5100 microphone samples in each direction. 

To locate the resonance frequency the processor is arranged to look forapeakiothe 
amplitude of a signal from me microphone a. input 203 and men asceriam the 
frequency control voltage that was being used at the time. 



To allow for the finite time the hardware takes to produce a change in the amplitude 
of the signal from the microphone at input 203 as a result of a change in me 
fa que«yco„uo.vol^ea.ou4.»,201,me^scanofmeDrs,s B geSlmvolvesa 
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first scan up through the range of analogue output voltages 201 and a second scan 
down through the same range of analogue output voltages. Clearly the first scan 
could alternatively be down through the range of analogue output voltages and the 
second scan could be up through the range. When scanning up, the frequency 
control voltage 201 being applied when the peak is detected will be, due to the 
response time, slightly higher than the voltage that caused the peak to occur. When 
scanning down^ the frequency control voltage 201 will be slightly lower than the 
peak voltage. Assuming that the response time is the same for both scan directions, 
the average of the two voltages will give the true voltage at the resonance. 

A second method of allowing for the finite response time of the hardware is shown 
in Fig. 11 in conjunction with the above method of first and second scans in 
opposite directions. The second method uses an estimated value for the response 
time T to match the peak 301 of the received microphone data values M to the 
frequency control voltage V which, according to the estimated response time T and 
the characteristic of the frequency control voltage with time 302, produced that 
microphone data value as shown by the broken lines 303 in Figure 11. 
Consequently the microphone continues to collect data for a time after the 
frequency control voltage V has finished scanning at time t,. This second method 
enables peaks that lie near to the end of the scan limits such as peak 301 in the 
upward scan of frequency control voltage 302 in Figure 1 1 to be found which if the 
collection of microphone data M had been synchronised to the scanning of the 
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fte^cy control vo.tage 302 would have been missed. If to esdmated response 
toe was accurate, the va.ues X.Y found for the vohages producing Ure resonant 
pe* in each of the up and down scans wouid be exactly dre same. However, as 
shown in Figure 11, the climated value may be sUghtly inaccurate in which case 
me up and down values of the fteque«y control voltage win be siighdy different 
and will then be averaged. 



a 



Tte second aage S2 uses the scamring med»d of me firs, sage except over 

loir^u^e^ 
Tfre second stage uses the va,ue for me frequency con.ro. voyage a, resonance 
oWned by me firs, sage as its cen«erpoint for its smaller ftequency scan range. In 
this example me frequency scan range of the second stage is 150.5Hz. 

However the result of the firs, scan may be too close ,o one of the end limits of Ore 
frequency oonfrol voltage range for me second sug. to be able to use it as a 
ee^erpoin,. ta this case me scan of the second stage win be anchored a, the 
appropriate end limit of the ftequency control voltage range. 

The ftequency con.ro. vo!tage step size is also different for the second stage. For 
speed, the firs, aage does no, use «he full fte^eno, control vohage resoluuon 
whereas the second sage does to produ« a more precise resonance ftequency 
value. 
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The second stage also uses a slower rate of change of loudspeaker frequency with 
time. In this case 2.15kHz/second rather than 86.0kHz/second used in the first 
stage. In this example the microphone sampling rate of the second stage is also 
lower at 25,000 samples/second producing a total of 1800 microphone samples. 

The final value is obtained using the third stage S3 which uses a further scan which 
averages the microphone data and hence produces a dependable result. Like the 
second stage, this stage uses the result obtained by the preceding scan as its 
centerpoint. If the result of the second scan is too close to an end limit of the 
frequency control voltage range for the third stage S3 to be able to use it as a 
centerpoint, the third scan could be anchored at an appropriate end limit of its 
frequency control voltage range. However, the scan of this third stage is slower and 
more methodical than the scans of previous stages. Hence, it covers a range of 
fewer frequency control voltage values, generally 24 or less, and in this case 21. 
For each value the analogue output 201 is set and then the circuit is left to settle for 
a few milliseconds, in this case 5 milliseconds. When the settling time has elapsed, 
a given number of samples of the microphone voltage are taken, in this case 20, and 
summed. This process is repeated for each frequency control voltage value and the 
peak value ascertained. This is the resonant frequency control voltage value. 



The final fourth stage S4 comprises holding the frequency at the resonant value and 
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the frequency of the signal driving the loudspeaker 2 using a PWM 
gnal 102,103,104 or clock signal 101 supplied to the digital input 202. 



measuring 
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CLAIMS 

1 . An apparatus for determining the speed of sound of a gas comprising: 

a substantially spherical resonator for containing gas to be tested; 
an acoustic transmitter for applying an acoustic signal to the interior 

of the resonator; 

an acoustic receiver for detecting the amplitude of the acoustic 
signal in the interior of the resonator, and 



control means for determining the speed of sound of a gas within the 
resonator from the frequency of a detected resonant mode; 

wherein the detected resonant mode is a non-radial resonant mode 
and the internal radius of the resonator is substantially 5 cm or less. 

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the resonator has an internal 
radius of substantially 4cm or less. 

3. An apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the resonator has an internal 
radius of substantially 3cm or less. 

4. An apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the resonator has an internal 
radius of substantially 2cm or less. 
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5. An apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the resonator has an internal 
radius of substantially 1.5cm or less. 

6. An apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the acoustic 
fitter aB d«^»^»l»*«^^ to, ^^• 

7. An apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the relative 
separation of the acoustic transmitter and receiver is variable. 



8. An apparatus according to claim 7, wherein one of the acoustic transmitter 
and receiver is arranged to be mounted at a fixed distance from the centre of the 
resonator and the other is arranged to be mounted at a variable distance from the 
centre of the resonator. 

9. An apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the acoustic 
ttmsmnter is arranged to operate with a supply voltage of srbstantially 5 vote or 
less- 

10. Anapparanasaccormngtoanyoftheprec^^ 

uananitter and receiver are amnged to be mounted to the resonator substantially 

180* apart 
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11- An apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the 
resonator has two or more passages through it's wall to enable gas to diffuse in and 
out during use. 

12. An apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein at least a 
portion of the resonator is made from a porous material. 



13. An apparatus according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the control 
means is arranged to determine the speed of sound a gas within the resonator from 
the frequency of a detected non-radial resonant mode using the relation: 

c = fxK 

where c is the speed of sound of a gas; 

f is the measured resonant frequency; and 

K is a constant for a resonator determined by calibration. 

14. An apparatus substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 

15 A method of determining the speed of sound of a gas comprising: 

applying an acoustic signal to the interior of a substantially spherical 
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—con^gagastespeedoffte^.dofwWchU.obede.ennined; 

detecting the amplitude of the acoustie signal in the interior of the 

resonator, and 

determining the speed of sonnd of a gas within tire resonator from 

the frequency of a detected resonant mode; 

wherein the de.ec.ed resonant mode is a non-mdial reaonan. mode 
^tiKhuen^rammtofmereaonatorisauhstantiaUyScmorlesa. 




16. A method according to 
radius of substantially 4cm or less 



„. A metitod according -o cUim .6, wherein me resonator has an imema! 
radius of substantially 3cm or less. 

18 . A method according .0 chum 17. wherein the resonator has an imernal 
radius of substantially 2cm or less. 

„. A mahod according «- claim M, wherein me resonator has an interna, 
radius of substantially 1 .5 cm or less. 

20 . A medmd according to any of ciaims .5 to .9. wh«ein the acoustic 
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21. A method according to any of claims 15 to 20, wherein the relative 
separation of the acoustic transmitter and receiver is variable. 

22. A method according to claim 21, wherein one of the acoustic transmitter 
and receiver is arranged to be mounted at a fixed distance from the centre of the 
resonator and the other is arranged to be mounted at a variable distance from the 
centre of the resonator. 



23. A method according to any of claims 15 to 22, wherein the acoustic 
transmitter is arranged to operate with a supply voltage of substantially 5 volts or 
less. 

24. A method according to any of claims 15 to 23 wherein the acoustic 
transmitter and receiver are arranged to be mounted to the resonator substantially 
180° apart. 

25. A method according to any of claims 15 to 24 wherein the resonator has 
two or more passages through it's wall to enable gas to diffuse in and out during 
use. 



26. 



i 

A method according to any of claims 15 to 25, wherein the resonator is 
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made from porous material. 

of a gas within the resonator is determined from the frequency of a detected non- 
radial resonant mode using the relation: 

c = fxK 



"where c is the speed of sound ot a gasf 

f is the measured resonant mode; and 
K is a constant for a resonator determined by calibration. 



28. A method 
accompanying drawings. 



substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to the 
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